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January 1, 2019

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

On the twelfth day of Christmas my true | ove
wonderful Christmas carol that we all know and love. We love the challenge of trying to
remember all the different parts. | think the kiddos really enjoy singing it. If you have had a
chance to check out my Facebook page, | posted a little video of two dads performing the song
at a Christmas -themed talent show. Makes me laugh every year.

This beloved song brings to mind the tradition throughout the history of the church to
celebrate the twelve days of Christmas, beginning with Christmas Day on December 25  t and
ending on the day of Epiphany, January 6 ™. On that day the Christmas tide flows into the
season of Epiphany. There is one particular legend that counts each of the items as something
to help young Christians remember what they are taught in Sunday School.

For example: Our true love is God who on the first day of Christmas (December 25  th)
gave us the baby Jesus. On the second day God gives us the two testaments of the Bible and
on the third day the gifts of Faith, Hope, and Charity. The days go on with the 4 Evangelists,

5 gifts of the Spirit, 6 days of creation, and 10 commandments. It all comes to fruition on the
Twelfth Day when God gives us all of everything & the Epiphany!

Epiphany comes from two Greek words epi and phaino. Together these two words mean
0to show forthdé or oappear. dé6 During Epiphany sea
making known to the whole world, the newborn Chr
who Jesus is and forms the understanding of what he has done for us & which is the focus of
the Lent and Easter seasons.

During Epiphany we will talk about four event
Jesusd baptism, the first sign or miracle of cha
transfiguration. The theme of making Christ known to all nations is found in the story of the
Magi and continues through all the other readings during the season of Epiphany.

I pray that all of you have a blessed Epiphan
about King Cake and the Epiphany traditions in Puerto Rico, and the chalk blessing. Through
all of these celebrations, | pray that we will also find ways to make Jesus known to our family,
friends, neighbors, and coworkers.

May we join the shepherds on that first Christmas 9 glorifying and praising God for all
the things we have heard and seen.

In Christ,
Pastor Sandy



PLEASE KEEP I N YOUR PRAY

We ask for prayers of healing for: Those in our congregation: Lou Wawarofsky (at Hermann
Memorial for healing and cancer), William (healing from surgery for cancer), Ashley Brye
(pneumonia), Lois King (healing from a broken hip), Nadine Wildrick (upcoming surgery), Caleb
Martinez (healing from hand surgery), Betty Jean Hoff (healing), Cindy Grant (healing from surgery),
George Bartges (healing), and Jimmy Hooper (spreading of cancer). Friends in need of prayers:

Darl ene Zabava (Kathleen Hargraveds sister, for 1lung
|l aw of Linda Braun in Methodist Hospital), Brenda Mi
), Andrew Mize (Herman & Betty Hoffds grandson for h

daughter in law for healing from broken leg), Patrick Dube (friend of Paul & Carol Tesch for healing),
Gabriel Werner (healing), Pat Bruegger (healing), and Bradley Breaux (continued healing from
accident).

We remember our members who are either homebound or in care facilities: Waller - Dora
Braun, Berry & Eunice Harrison; Hempstead 0 Tim Perkins; Tomball - Rosetta Guess; Brenham -
Frances Frey AND Cypress - Elsa Hoff.

We remember the children for whom we collect special offering each month: Chintya from
Indonesia and Ely from Guatemala.

We extend our love, prayers, and sympathy to: the families of Julia Willis
upon her death December 13th.

December Attendance

Worship Sunday School Text Study Wed. Bible Study Advent Worship
12/021i 98 12/02/ 53 12/04 i 3 12/05f 14 12/05 i 29
12/091 81 12/09/ 50 12/11A 0 12/261 0 12/12 i 23
12/161 135 12/167 36 12/181 0 12/19d 22
12/221 12

12/23A 75 12/23 i 29

12/24/ 70 12/25A8 0

12/25/ 14 12/25d 0

Womends Bi bi 82/1Ft6uld/27f 5



Youth and Fami \'{?y\/x(@%%gj

SecondYear Confirmation Retreat. On January 11 -13, our second-year Confirmation youth
will spend the weekend at the Zion Retreat Center in Galveston! Among the fun and fellow-
ship activities planned, time will be set aside for our youth to develop their Statement of Faith
and for selecting their Bible verse, as well as spending uninterrupted time understanding the
commitment and responsibilities of being confirmed. Souper Bowl of Caring! Each year, St.

Johnds participates in the National Souper Bowl
local food pantry, WARM. This year, we are going to have a fun and family  -friendly competi-

tion! Your family can join OoOTeam Peanut Buttero
Jel l yo. We wi | | be collecting these items on th

February 3. Let the competition begin! Fundraisers in February: Baked Potato Luncheon

and Bake and Appetizer Sale ! Mark your calendars for Super Bowl Sunday (February 3rd)

and let us do the cooking for you so you can enjoy the game! Yummy baked potatoes with all
the trimmings will be available at 10:45am on Sunday, February 3rd. Pre -sale signup will be
available beginning on Sunday, January 20th. We are also having a bake and appetizer sale!
Join the fun by baking, mixing, and sharing your favorite desserts and appetizers! Proceeds

from these fundraisers help send our youth to summer camp and the youth gathering!

Your generosity is greatly appreciated!

Deposits and Payments Are Now Due! In order to secure our spots for the following
activities, deposits and payments are now due.
Lutheran Church.

01 High School Retreat at Lutherhill is February 8-10. - Deposit of $60 is due by Wednesday,
January 16, along with the registration form. - The remaining $60 is due by Sunday, February
3.

[0 Summer Camp at Lutherhill is July 14-19, 2019!

Youth Completing 4th 8 6th Grade: Deposit of $100 is due by Sunday, January 20. Next
payment of $100 is due by Sunday, February 10. Final payment of $100 is due by Sunday,
March 3.

Youth Completing 7th or 8th Grade: Parents paid deposit to secure specialized program in
December. Next payment of $80 is due on Wednesday, January 16 Next payment of $80 is due
by Sunday, February 10. Final payment of $80 is due by Wednesday, March 3.

[0 High School Mission Trip - Payment of $60 due Sunday, January 27



Mark Pour Calemdars [l ca\em
N VE NTS HAPPY HOUR MEAL MENU:

IR January9iManager 6s Choi ce
January 16 i Mexican Food

Upcoming Event s: January 23 i Spaghetti & Meatballs
¢ .Youth Aquatic Center 1/ 2 January 30 i Breakfast

é.Family Ties Talk during SS 1/ 6

Please remember we ask for a dollar

donation for meals each week.
é. nd Year Confirmh/ti®n Retreat 1/ 11

é LAMP 1/ 9

e . WARM 1/ 13

€ . Womén Bi ble Study 1/ 17, 1/ 31

€. Qompah Band 1/ 20

€.Soup Lunch 1/ 21

é.Souper Bowl of Caring 21/20 , 1/27, 21/ 3

é.Change for Children 1/ 27

Come and Worship

The Oompah Band we had
last year will be visiting
us again on January 20th.

This month we are collecting
Cereal & Soup

Thank you for your support!!

chedule is out in the narthex
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